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SP&D staff will be assisting both the 
Somerset County staff and the 

Planning & Zoning Commission in the 
Comprehensive Plan Update
• Smith Planning and Design, LLC 

(SP&D) is a certified MBE/DBE 
planning consulting firm  
• Established 2004
• Primarily work in Maryland, 

specifically the Eastern Shore
•History of working with Somerset 

County- Department of 
Emergency Services, the past 20 
years

SP&D staff working on the 
plan update include:

o Virginia Smith

o Michele King

o Eric Messick 

o Matt Smith



What is a Comprehensive Plan? 
• A comprehensive plan is a document, officially adopted by the local 

governing body, which spells out the manner in which a 
municipality, county or sub-area of a county must develop. Typically, 
it includes a map showing proposed future land use and anticipated 
transportation and community facilities. It also contains policies for 
protecting environmental features and recommendations for 
amending local development-related ordinances in a manner that 
helps achieve the comprehensive plan’s objectives. It must also 
explain how the jurisdiction will provide water for development and 
address the handling of sewage treatment plant discharges.
• The plan has legal significance in that zoning, provision of water and 

sewer, and other local actions must be consistent with its 
recommendations. Source: https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/compplans/background.aspx



Planning Commission
• The planning commission generally oversees the drafting of the 

comprehensive plan and amendments thereto, holds public 
hearings and advises the governing body as to whether to 
adopt. The plan has legal significance in that zoning, provision of 
water and sewer, and other local actions must be consistent with its 
recommendations.

Source: https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/compplans/background.aspx



Working draft chapters of the 
plan will be continuously 
informed by:

üPlanning & Zoning Commission,
üPublic, and
üTechnical Committee. 

Continuously Informing the Plan



Project Website

https://www.plansomersetmd.org/

https://www.plansomersetmd.org/


Public Survey

https://www.plansomersetmd.org/

https://www.plansomersetmd.org/


Public Survey

Survey Station 



Planning & Zoning Commission Meetings

Survey Station 
•Working draft chapters will be presented as they 
are developed.
•Opportunity for the public to attend. 





Next Steps

Survey Station 
•Launch project website
•Launch public survey
•Form Technical Committee
•Hold Technical Committee Kick-Off Meeting
•Prepare Community Profile
•Present at the August 3rd Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting


